
MARCH 17, 2015 ZONING HEARING 
“OTHER BUSINESS” 
COMMISSION DISTRICT 4 
 
ITEM  OB-017  
 
PURPOSE 
 
To consider granting a Special Exception for backyard chickens as recommended by the 
Board of Zoning Appeals from their February 11, 2015 Variance Hearing regarding 
Variance Application: 
 

V-24  Jonathan Smith 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
In accordance with a Zoning Ordinance Amendment adopted by the Board of 
Commissioners on February 26, 2013, and amended on March 11, 2014, Section 134-
94(4), the Board of Commissioners shall consider granting a Special Exception for 
backyard chickens, as pets or food source, after approval by the Board of Zoning 
Appeals.  The Variance Analysis is attached for review. The Board of Zoning Appeals 
considered this appeal at the February 11, 2015 Variance Hearing and recommended 
approval of the Special Exception.  
 
FUNDING 
 
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Board of Commissioners consider granting a Special Exception for backyard 
chickens as recommended by the Board of Zoning Appeals for Variance case: 
 

 V-24  Jonathan Smith 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Variance analysis and minutes. 



V-24
(2015)



 
 
 
OPPOSITION:  No. OPPOSED _____ PETITION No. _____ SPOKESMAN ____________________ 
 
 

BOARD OF APPEALS DECISION 

APPROVED _____ MOTION BY __________ 

REJECTED _____ SECONDED __________ 

HELD _____ CARRIED _____   

STIPULATIONS:      

       

       

 

 

APPLICANT:   Jonathan Smith PETITION No.:                       V-24 

PHONE:    770-653-3191 DATE OF HEARING:            02-11-2015 

REPRESENTATIVE:   Johnathan Smith PRESENT ZONING:            R-15 

PHONE:    770-653-3191 LAND LOT(S):       996 

TITLEHOLDER:  Soleil P. Smith DISTRICT:       19 

PROPERTY LOCATION:   On the west side of  SIZE OF TRACT:                   0.40 acre 

Brookwood Drive, north of Citizen Circle COMMISSION DISTRICT:   4 

(4208 Brookwood Drive). 

TYPE OF VARIANCE:   1) Waive the side setback from the required 10 feet to 4.7 feet adjacent to the southern  

property line, and 2) an authorization upon appeal related to the minimum lot size of two acres required to maintain  

poultry as pets or food source. 

 



 
********************************************************************************** 
 
COMMENTS 
 
TRAFFIC:  This request will not have an adverse impact on the transportation network.  
                
DEVELOPMENT & INSPECTIONS:  No comment.  
 
SITE PLAN REVIEW:  If this variance request is approved, a subdivision plat revision must be 
recorded prior to the issuance of the certificate of occupancy showing all improvements on the lot and 
referencing the variance case in the standard plat revision note.  The surveyor must submit the plat to 
the Site Plan Review Section, Community Development Agency for review and approval prior to 
recording.  Call 770-528-2147.  
 
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT:  No comments.  
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION:  After examining Civil War trench maps, Cobb County historic 
property surveys, county maps, and various other resources, staff has no comments regarding the 
impact or treatment of historic and/or archaeological resources.  
 
DESIGN GUIDELINES:  No comment.  
 
CEMETERY PRESERVATION:  No comment. 
 
WATER:  No conflict.  
 
SEWER:  No conflict.  
  

APPLICANT: Jonathan Smith PETITION No.:   V-24  



********************************************************************************** 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  After analyzing the information presented for a Preliminary Review, the 
Cobb County Fire Marshal’s Office is confident that all other items can be addressed during the Plan 
Review Stage.  

APPLICANT: Jonathan Smith PETITION No.:   V-24  
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MINUTES OF VARIANCE HEARING 
COBB COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
FEBRUARY 11, 2015 
PAGE 3 
 

CONSENT AGENDA (CONT.) 
 

V-23 JESSE MARINKO (Jesse J. Marinko and Heather Marinko, owners) 

requesting a variance to waive the maximum height of a fence adjacent to 

a public road right-of-way and within the required setback in a residential 

district from the required 6 feet to 6 feet 6 inches in Land Lot 402 of 16
th

 

District.  Located on the southwest corner of Shallowford Road and North 

Hembree Road (3425 North Hembree Road). 

 

To approve variance request subject to: 

 

• Water Division comments and recommendations 
 

V-24 JONATHAN SMITH (Soleil P. Smith, owner) requesting a variance to: 

1) waive the side setback from the required 10 feet to 4.7 feet adjacent to 

the southern property line, and 2) an authorization upon appeal related to 

the minimum lot size of two acres required to maintain poultry as pets or 

food source in Land Lot 996 of the 19
th

 District.  Located on the west side 

of Brookwood Drive, north of Citizen Circle (4208 Brookwood Drive).   

 

To approve variance request subject to: 

 

• Approval is for 24 months 
• Maximum of three hens 
• The chicken coop to be moved within 15 feet of the rear of the 

house, along the rear of the house 
 

V-25 HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF NORTHWEST METRO 
ATLANTA, INC. (Sajid Choudhary, Habitat for Humanity of Northwest 

Metro Atlanta, Inc. owners) requesting a variance to:  1) waive the 

minimum lot width at right-of-way for R-20 area from the required 75 feet 

to 73 feet; 2) waive the minimum lot width at the front setback line for the 

R-20 area from the required 75 feet to 72 feet; 3) waive the minimum lot 

width at right-of-way for RM-12 area from the required 75 feet to 69 feet; 

4) waive the minimum lot width at the front setback line for the RM-12 

area from the required 75 feet to 69 feet; 5) waive the exterior side setback 

adjacent to the east property line from the required 20 feet to 10 feet; and 

6) waive the minimum lot area for the RM-12 area from the required 

80,000 square feet to 79,279 square feet in Land Lot 41 of the 18
th

 

District.  Located on the south side of Lee Road, west of Garner Road 

(381, 411, and 431 Lee Road).   

 

To approve variance request subject to: 

 

• Site Plan Review comments and recommendations 
• Stormwater Management Division comments and 

recommendations 




